
The Festivus cardboard sled competition is a FREE community event hosted by the Battle Creek 

Metropolitan Area Moustache Society (BCMAMS) and Leila Arboretum.  The event is scheduled for 

Saturday, Febru-Hairy 7, 2015.  Our goal is to create a fun family atmosphere that invites people from 

Battle Creek and our surrounding region to enjoy activities outside during the heart of winter, a time of 

year when limited opportunities exist for outdoor recreation. 

This will be the 7th annual Festivus.  Last year we broke all previous records, attracting over 1,000 

participants and fielding 79 cleverly decorated, brightly colored homemade sleds.  In addition to the sled 

competition, there will be an ugly sweater competition, homemade chili cook-off, geocaching scavenger 

hunt, horse-drawn sleigh rides and much more. 

This year, the Haven of Rest has been chosen to receive proceeds from the chili cook-off to help support 

their general operating essentials.  Each year the Festivus committee chooses local charities to support 

through chili sales.  In 2014, $1,000 was donated to 5 charities, $200 each. 

The event will also provide support for local Boy Scout Troop 374, receiving proceeds from the sale of 

Hotdogs and the raffle of a donated item from a local business. 

Festivus has grown exponentially each year, starting with only 16 sleds during the inaugural event.  We 

love the notion that families spend quality time building and decorating their master works to showcase 

to a cheering crowd as they slide down the arboretum hills.  Festivus, “for the rest of us”, (as taken from 

the TV show Seinfeld) says it all, everyone from the very young to the well-seasoned sledder will be seen 

this year as we again expect to increase community participation.   

As with all BCMAMS events, the Festivus committee’s goal is to improve the quality of life in Battle 

Creek by creating community gathering opportunities that include any and all, friends and neighbors.  


