
5.	Trina	&	Barton	Sleper,	23424	M-78	
				[	One-half	mile	North	from	M-66	fork]	
Influenced	by	her	Grandmother,	she	worked	with	her	in	her	garden.	
Trina	 always	 had	 flowers	 at	 other	 places	 she	 lived,	 but	 began	
gardening	 seriously	 20	 years	 ago	when	 she	moved	 here.	 Having	 a	
wooded	 site,	 she	began	plan@ng	Hosta	 and	 fell	 in	 love	with	 them.		
She	has	divided	them	many	@mes,	as	you	will	see.		In	the	Spring	her	
garden	is	blue	with	Scilla,	and	she	explained	that	as	the	Daffodils	

2.	Sara	Schmanske,	10	Hillcrest	Court	
				[W.	Michigan	Ave,	West	of	Leila	Arboretum]	
Gardening	seriously	 for	11	years,	Sara	eliminated	
grass	and	created	beds	for	flowers.	 	A	landscaper	
advised	 her	 to	 add	 ornamental	 grasses	 and	
daylilies	 and	 she	 has	 quite	 a	 collec@on.	 	 In	 her	
youth	 she	 helped	 her	 Grandmother	 who	 had	
beau@ful	 gardens.	 	 She	 also	 helped	 her	Mother	
plants	lots	of	annuals.		They	got	ideas	by	going	on	
garden	 tours.	 	 She	 has	 areas	 devoted	 to	 Hosta,	
Daylilies	 and	 Sedum.	 	 Her	 Sedum	 garden	 is	 a	
collec@on	 of	 many	 varie@es.	 	 A	 major	 point	 of	
interest	 is	 the	 Nuns	 heads	 once	 gracing	 the	 old	
Sanitarium	Hospital.	 	The	field	stones	surrounding	her	beds	
came	 from	 many	 loca@ons.	 	 Always	 searching	 for	 low	
maintenance	 methods,	 she	 is	 conver@ng	 one	 or	 two	 beds	
each	 year	 to	 rubber	mulch.	 	 A	 chain	 saw	 ar@st	 converted	
trees	into	squirrels	and	a	hummingbird.	 	There	are	surprises	
throughout	the	garden,	which	is	accessible.

4. Gene	&	Stacie	Mead,	121	Wedgewood	Place	
				[Carriage	Hills,	North	of	Morgan	Rd.]	
Gene	has	gardened	for	18	years	and	Staci	for	16	years.	 	His	parents	
had	 a	 vegetable	 garden,	 and	 like	 other	 children,	 he	 hated	 the	
weeding.	 	 This	 garden	flows	 and	 there	 is	 something	 around	 every	
curve	 to	 pull	 you	 on.	 	 His	 pond	 is	 	 spectacular,	 with	 a	 concrete	
bridge.		And	towards	the	back	of	his	house	is	a	seven	foot	waterfall.	
He	describes	his	gardens	as	having	some	Japanese	influence.		He	has	
also	 included	 ideas	 from	 gardens	 he	 saw	 in	 Mexico,	 par@cularly	
paths	and	places	to	sit.				He	adds	new	features	every	year.		Last	year	
it	was	a	25	by	16	d.	greenhouse,	and	this	year	he	is	adding	chainsaw	
art	 which	 he	 is	making	 himself	 (They	 are	 quite	 professional).	 	 He	
pointed	out	the	Climbing	Hydrangea	shinnying	up	a	tree.	Some	trees	
have	 Ivy.	 	 There	 is	 a	 small	 barn,	 a	 shaded	 pond	 with	 a	 small	
waterfall,	a	vegetable	garden,	a	three	@ered	Hosta	garden	and	a	fire	
pit.	 	 There	 is	 a	more	 formal	 segng	 in	 front	with	 a	 large	 fountain.	
They	board	their	horses	elsewhere.	But	if	you	look	closely,	you	may	
find	something	there	that	day	that	the	kids	will	love.	 	The	garden	is	
accessible.

and	 Scilla	 expire	 they	 are	 replaced	 with	 Hosta,	 hiding	 the	 drying	
foliage.	 	She	calls	her	gardens	“controlled	chaos”	but	to	the	trained	
eye,	 she	 has	 planted	 flowers	 where	 they	 will	 thrive.	 	 It’s	 	 also	 a	
friendship	 garden,	 because	 she	 has	 many	 plants	 given	 to	 her	 by	
friends.	In	addi@on	to	Hosta,	she	has	many	shade	perennials	such	as	
Ferns	 and	 As@lbe.	 	 One	 of	 the	 trees	 she	 planted	 is	 a	 Wolf-eyed	
Dogwood	with	variegated	leaves.		When	it	blooms,	the	blossoms	are	
white.	 	A	water	 feature	has	an	an@que	hand	pump	with	a	whiskey	
barrel.	 	Her	garden	includes	chainsaw	art.	 	One	path	is	very	unusual	
with	buried	wine	boOles.	 	By	 the	barn,	where	 there	 is	parking,	are	
raised	beds.		Most	of	the	garden	is	accessible	or	can	be	viewed	from	
the	 car.	 	 Handicap	 parking	 is	 available.	 	 Look	 for	 the	 gardens	 she	
planted	in	the	shape	of	a	cross	and	a	smiley	face.

3.	Bonnie	&	Michael	Nunnally,	120	Knoll	Drive	
				[East	off	Hubbard	Rd.]	
In	 1991,	 when	 they	 moved	 into	 their	 current	 home,	 the	
Nunnallys	started	plan@ng.	 	Seven	years	ago,	they	purchased	
the	 lot	 next	 to	 them	 and	 became	more	 aggressive	 in	 their	
plan@ngs.		The	land	sloped	toward	their	house	and	at	the	top	
of	 the	hill	 they	 created	 a	 park	 and	named	 it	Nunnally	 Park.		
The	 land	 had	 nothing	 on	 it,	 and	when	 they	 built	 the	 house	
they	had	a	blank	canvas.		When	they	added	the	deck	and	hot	
tub,	they	landscaped	that	area	with	bright	perennials	and	as	
other	areas	developed,	they	just	kept	plan@ng.	 	It	has	been	a	
20-year	project	so	far,	and	is	never	done.		Bonnie	is	par@al	to	
the	 park	 on	 the	 hill.	 	 There	 is	 a	 great	 view	 of	 the	 en@re	
property,	 and	 people	 walking	 by	 stop	 to	 visit.	 	 It’s	 a	 quiet	
place	 to	 relax.	 	When	 they	 bought	 that	 land	 it	 was	 just	 an	
unkempt	area.	 	It	was	a	lot	of	work	digging	out	for	the	steps	
and	landscaping.	There	are	fountains	closer	to	the	house	and	
they	 plan	 a	 different	 color	 scheme	 every	 year	 using	 plants	
that	will	tolerate	hot	sun,	since	there	is	no	shade.	 	The	park	
has	 rocks	 and	edging	 to	define	 the	borders	 and	 steps.	 	 You	
will	find	statuary	and	benches	 throughout	 the	garden.	 	This	
garden	 is	 wheelchair	 accessible	 except	 for	 the	 steps	 to	 the	
park.		The	park	can	be	viewed	from	the	lower	level.

1. John	Booth,	455	Hamilton	Road	
				[West	of	Uldriks	Rd	/	1	Mile	Rd]	
John	 has	 been	 gardening	 for	 40	 years	 in	 his	
country	garden.	 	His	parents	always	had	gardens,	
and	he	got	 ideas	by	visi@ng	gardens.	 	He	had	his	
backyard	swimming	pool	removed	and	made	the	
area	 into	 flower	 beds	 with	 paths	 winding	
throughout.	 	There	are	two	fountains,	at	least	30	
bird	 houses	 and	 feeders	 and	 other	 structures,	
evidence	 of	 his	 love	 of	 woodworking.	 Many	
projects	highlight	his	yard,	 including	a	gazebo	he	
built	in	his	neighbor’s	yard.	 	In	the	10	years	since	
he	 was	 on	 Garden	 Tour	 much	 has	 been	 added,	
including	 wrought	 iron	 fencing,	 which	 is	 a	
backdrop	for	his	colorful	plan@ngs	of	Zinnias	and	
old	fashioned	Gladiolas	and	more.		Many	hanging	
baskets	accent	 the	gardens	and	 there	are	places	
to	 rest	 and	 contemplate	 the	 beau@ful	 displays.		
Ader	 he	 became	 a	 Master	 Gardener,	 he	 fine	
tuned	 his	 displays.	 And	with	 the	 introduc@on	 of	
new	 plant	 varie@es	 there	 is	 always	 something	
new	to	add	to	his	accessible	garden.		

6.	Robert	&	Barbara	Clouse,	11998	Lynch	Road	(V	Drive	N)	
				[East	on	V	Drive	N	from	M-78]	
Ader	years	of	gardening	on	a	small	city	lot,	Robert	re@red	in	2002	to	
this	two	acre	country	garden	in	the	woods.		This	garden	was	featured	
on	the	Garden	Tour	in	2010	and	every	year	since	we	get	requests	to	
have	 it	 again.	 	 He	 loves	 the	 outdoors	 and,	 as	 an	 Art	 Teacher,	 he	
considers	his	 garden	 to	be	one	big	art	project.	 	His	30-foot	 stream	
with	four	waterfalls	and	a	bridge	is	surrounded	by	water	plants	and	
sun	and	shade	loving	perennials.		When	they	built	on	this	land,	many	
trees	 had	 to	 be	 removed	 to	 let	 the	 sun	 in.	 	 Robert	 relies	 on	 his	
ar@s@c	ins@ncts	in	his	informal	garden,	and	it	works	wonderfully.		He	
has	many	blooming	trees	and	shrubs.	 	This	fabulous	garden	contains	
beau@ful	works	of	art,	many	from	his	ar@st	friends.	 	The	garden	can	
be	accessed	and	viewed	from	several	strategic	points.	 	Wheel	chairs	
might	need	a	liOle	help.		Don’t	miss	it.	
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       Detailed maps available at each garden location


